
1361 Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 / July 18 

1706). I took this action to deal with the un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the foreign 
policy of the United States constituted by the 
actions and policies of former Liberian Presi-
dent Charles Taylor and other persons, in 
particular their unlawful depletion of Libe-
rian resources and their removal from Libe-
ria and secreting of Liberian funds and prop-
erty, which have undermined Liberia’s tran-
sition to democracy and the orderly develop-
ment of its political, administrative, and eco-
nomic institutions and resources. I further 
noted that the Comprehensive Peace Agree-
ment signed on August 18, 2003, and the re-
lated ceasefire had not yet been universally 
implemented throughout Liberia, and that 
the illicit trade in round logs and timber 
products was linked to the proliferation of 
and trafficking in illegal arms, which perpet-
uated the Liberian conflict and fueled and 
exacerbated other conflicts throughout West 
Africa. 

Today, Liberia is making a transition to a 
peaceful, democratic order under the new 
administration of President Ellen Johnson- 
Sirleaf. Charles Taylor is in the custody of 
the Special Court for Sierra Leone in The 
Hague. However, the stability in Liberia is 
fragile. The actions and policies of Charles 
Taylor and others have left a legacy of de-
struction that still has the potential to under-
mine Liberia’s transformation and recovery. 

Because the actions and policies of these 
persons continue to pose an unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the foreign policy of the 
United States, the national emergency de-
clared on July 22, 2004, and the measures 
adopted on that date to deal with that emer-
gency, must continue in effect beyond July 
22, 2006. Therefore, in accordance with sec-
tion 202(d) of the National Emergencies Act 
(50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am continuing for 1 
year the national emergency declared in Ex-
ecutive Order 13348. 

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
July 18, 2006. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., July 19, 2006] 

NOTE: This notice was published in the Federal 
Register on July 20. 

Message to the Congress on 
Continuation of the National 
Emergency Blocking Property of 
Certain Persons and Prohibiting the 
Importation of Certain Goods From 
Liberia 
July 18, 2006 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for 
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date 
of its declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register and transmits to the 
Congress a notice stating that the emergency 
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision, 
I have sent the enclosed notice to the Federal 
Register for publication, stating that the na-
tional emergency and related measures 
blocking the property of certain persons and 
prohibiting the importation of certain goods 
from Liberia are to continue in effect beyond 
July 22, 2006. The most recent notice con-
tinuing this emergency was published in the 
Federal Register on July 21, 2005 (70 FR 
41935). 

The actions and policies of former Libe-
rian President Charles Taylor and his close 
associates, in particular their unlawful deple-
tion of Liberian resources and their removal 
from Liberia and secreting of Liberian funds 
and property, continue to undermine Libe-
ria’s transition to democracy and the orderly 
development of its political, administrative, 
and economic institutions and resources. 
These actions and policies pose a continuing 
unusual and extraordinary threat to the for-
eign policy of the United States. For these 
reasons, I have determined that it is nec-
essary to continue the national emergency 
and related measures blocking the property 
of certain persons and prohibiting the impor-
tation of certain goods from Liberia. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
July 18, 2006. 
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Letter to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives Transmitting 
Budget Amendments for the 
Department of Health and Human 
Services 
July 18, 2006 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 
I ask the Congress to consider the en-

closed FY 2007 Budget amendments for the 
Department of Health and Human Services 
to enhance the preparedness and response 
capabilities of the agency based primarily on 
the findings of the Federal Response to Hur-
ricane Katrina: Lessons Learned report of 
February 2006. The total discretionary budg-
et authority in my FY 2007 Budget would 
not be increased by these requests. 

The details of this proposal are set forth 
in the enclosed letter from the Director of 
the Office of Management and Budget. 

Sincerely, 

George W. Bush 

Letter to Congressional Leaders on 
Departure of American Citizens 
From Lebanon 
July 18, 2006 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
Hostilities involving Israeli military forces 

and Hezbollah terrorists in Lebanon com-
menced on July 12, 2006, and have included 
military operations in the vicinity of the U.S. 
Embassy in Beirut. 

Although there is no evidence that Ameri-
cans are being directly targeted, the security 
situation has deteriorated and now presents 
a potential threat to American citizens and 
the U.S. Embassy. On July 14, the Depart-
ment of State first requested Department of 
Defense assistance to support the departure 
of American citizens from Lebanon. On July 
15, U.S. military helicopters temporarily de-
ployed to Cyprus. On July 16, these combat- 
equipped helicopters delivered to U.S. Em-
bassy, Beirut, a contingent of U.S. military 
personnel who will assist in planning and 
conducting the departure from Lebanon of 
U.S. Embassy personnel and citizens and 
designated third country personnel. The heli-

copters also transported U.S. citizens from 
Beirut to Cyprus. It is expected that these 
helicopters will continue to provide support 
to the Embassy, including for the departure 
of additional personnel from Lebanon. It is 
likely that additional combat-equipped U.S. 
military forces may be deployed to Lebanon 
and Cyprus and other locations, as necessary, 
in order to support further efforts to assist 
in the departure of persons from Lebanon 
and to provide security. 

These actions are being undertaken solely 
for the purpose of protecting American citi-
zens and property. United States forces will 
redeploy as soon as it is determined that the 
threat to U.S. citizens and property has 
ended and the departure of any persons, as 
necessary, is completed. 

I have taken this action pursuant to my 
constitutional authority to conduct U.S. for-
eign relations and as Commander in Chief 
and Chief Executive. I am providing this re-
port as part of my efforts to keep the Con-
gress informed, consistent with the War Pow-
ers Resolution. 

Sincerely, 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis 
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and Ted Stevens, President pro tempore of the 
Senate. This letter was released by the Office of 
the Press Secretary on July 19. 

Remarks on Signing the Fetus 
Farming Prohibition Act and 
Returning Without Approval to the 
House of Representatives the ‘‘Stem 
Cell Research Enhancement Act of 
2005’’ 
July 19, 2006 

Good afternoon. Congress has just passed 
and sent to my desk two bills concerning the 
use of stem cells in biomedical research. 
These bills illustrate both the promise and 
perils we face in the age of biotechnology. 
In this new era, our challenge is to harness 
the power of science to ease human suffering 
without sanctioning the practices that violate 
the dignity of human life. 
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